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ripe experience. Consider Odysseus. Has not everything fallen
out as I warned that self-reliant man when he embarked for
Ilium with the Argive army? I said it would be nineteen years
before he got home, after much suffering, with all his comrades
lost, and that no one would know him when he did. See how
my prophecies are coming true!T
It was Eurymachus son ofPolybus who rose to deal with the
old man. 'Greybeard,' he said, * enough! Run home and read
omens to your children, or they may be getting into mischief.
And leave me to interpret these signs. I am a better man than you
at that. After all, plenty of birds go about their business in the
sunny air, but it isnt every one that has a meaning. As for
Odysseus, he has met his fate abroad; and I wish you too had
perished with him. We should then have been spared this flood
of divination from your mouth, and the fuel you have added to
Telemachus' anger. No doubt you expect a handsome present
for your house, if he is in a generous mood. But let me tell you
this; and what I say holds good. If you, his senior, with the
wisdom of the ages at your disposal, misuse your eloquence to
incite this young man to violence, in the first place it will be all
the worse for him, and there will be nothing he can do about it;
and for you, old man, there will be the extremely unpleasant
consequence that we shall impose on you a fine that it will break
your heart to pay.
*For Telemachus, here is my own advice: I give it openly,
before you all. Let him tell his mother to remove to her father's
house, where they will make arrangements for her wedding and
see that she has a generous dowry, as is only right for a daughter
they value. Not till that is done, can I see the young lords giving
up their unwelcome suit. For we are afraid of no one at all - cer-
tainly not of Telemachus, for all his rhetoric. Nor, old gentle-
man, do we pay the slightest attention to these prophecies that
fall from your lips. They come to nothing and only get you
i worse name than you had. No; Telemachus must suffer and
;ee his wealth consumed without hope of restitution, so long
is Penelope keeps us kicking our heels in this matter of her

